
Covering and Dressing the Dead Church Archaeology

Table 3 
Viking Age Furnished Graves in which the Materials to Contain or Hold the Deceased are Known (Information from 
Ramsey-Brimberg, 2021)

 

Site Name 

Containers & Shrouded/Clothes 

Sources 

Viking Age Furnished Graves Other Graves in the Cemetery 

Grave Number Features of Graves Date (CE) Features of Graves** Date** 
Whithorn, Dumfries 
and Galloway, 
Scotland 

55 Earthen 840-1000 Earthen; Wooden; Chests with Keys and 
Padlocks; Logs; Wood and Stone; 
Cist/Stone-lined/Lintel; Rock-cut; Slabs 
over Body 

6th-13th centuries and after Hill, 1997, xii, 3, 10, 19-20, 27-28, 31-35, 40-48, 54, 56, 67, 70-74, 87-117, 132, 
134-136, 138-139, 141-144, 147, 155, 164-172, 187-190, 211, 263, 359, 442-443, 
519; The Whithorn Trust, 2019.  

Carlisle, Cumbria, 
England 

255/Skeleton 
56 

Earthen 900-950 Earthen; Wooden; Cist/Stone-lined/Lintel; 
Slabs over Chests; Pillow Stones 

5th-12h centuries and after McCarthy, et al., 2013, 18-19, 103-106, 125; McCarthy et al., 2014, 192-195, 
205-227, 229-230, 234, 236-239; McCarthy, 2017, 122, 137-138.  

 

127/Skeleton 
31 

Wooden Coffin 900-950 

240/Skeleton 
64 

Earthen 900-950 

232/Skeleton 
59 

Earthen 900-950 

172 Earthen 900-950 
251/Skeleton 
54 

Earthen 880-1040 

153/Skeleton 
37 or 45 

Earthen 979-999 and after 

138/Skeleton 
22 

Earthen 844 and after 

Workington, 
Cumbria, England 

196 Earthen 689-882 or 690-885 Earthen; Wooden; Clench-Nails; 
Cist/Stone-lined/Lintel; Slabs over Chest; 
Pillow Stones; Shrouded; Clothed 

605 – 1495 and after Zant and Parsons, 2019, 6-8, 14-17, 19-25, 45, 48, 58-60, 85, 83-106, 108-115, 
118, 122-124, 126, 130-131, 137-139, 142, 146. 179 Wooden Coffin 800-1100 

166 Earthen 770-945 
Heysham, 
Lancashire, England 

Peter 1 Earthen 800-1100 Earthen; Wooden; Cist/Stone-lined/Lintel; 
Rock-cut; Charcoal 

9th-12th centuries and after 
(possibly earlier graves as well) 

Potter and Andrews, 1994, 55, 57, 64, 68, 70, 72-91, 122-124, 127-128; Grafton, 
1903-1904, 152-157; Whitaker, 1823, 318-319; Nash, 2010, 201-303. 

 Patrick 63 Earthen; Charcoal; 
Shrouded 

900-1000    

Cronk yn Howe, 
Balleigh, Lezayre, Isle 
of Man 

6/B? Thin Charcoal Layers; 
Stone-lined 

800-960 Earthen; Wooden; Cist/Stone-
lined/Lintel; Charcoal 

7th-late 10th centuries  Anon., 1928; Bruce and Cubbon, 1930, 267, 271-290, 293-294, 298-299, 301-306. 

5/H Decorated Stone-Slab 
Above Skeletal Remains 

700-900 

8 Earthen 800-1100 
Tynwald, German, 
Isle of Man 

1 Stone-lined 800-900 Cist/Stone-lined/Lintel Unknown (10th century 
sculpture and site used during 
9th-11th) 

Oswald, 1860, 198; Wilson, 2013, 671-674; Wilson, 2018, 21, 161; Broderick, 
2003, 55-56, 69, 79-82; Steinforth, 2015, 34-35; Kermode, 1912, 336.  

St. Patrick’s Isle, Peel, 
Patrick, Isle of Man 

85.60/L 1155 Wooden Coffin with 
Curved Lid 

800-1100 Earthen; Cist/Stone-lined/Lintel Late 7th-12th centuries and 
after 

Freke, 2002, 61, 63-66, 68-71, 73-75, 77-78, 80-87, 89-91, 94-97, 121-122, 131, 
135, 439.  

84.16/K 629 Earthen 800-1100 

85.60/L595 Earthen 900-1000 
84.16/L 420 Stone-lined 900-1000 
85.60/L 682 Earthen 939-1000 

84.16/L 757 Wooden Coffin 946-955 and after 
48.16/L 483 Stone-lined 800-1000 

Balladoole, Arbory, 
Isle of Man 

35 Small boat in boat-
shaped cairn 

800-1000 Earthen; Cist/Stone-lined/Lintel 4th-7th – 9th-10th centuries 
and possibly after 

Bersu and Wilson, 1966, xi, 2-3, 7-8, 12-44; Bruce, 1968, 44-45; Bersu, 1974, 664; 
Hemer et al., 2014, 243;  

Balladoyne, German, 
Isle of Man 

29 Earthen 850-1050 Cist/Stone-lined/Lintel; Charcoal Early Medieval Megaw, 1938, 11-14 

St. John’s Point, Co. 
Down 

25 Stone-lined 800-1100 Earthen; Cist/Stone-lined/Lintel Early Christian (Pre-10th/11th) 
– Unknown (likely 11th/12th)  

Brannon, 1980, 59-64; Brannon, 1988, 29-30; Harrison and Ó Floinn, 2015, 656 

Athlumney, Co. 
Meath 

1 Earthen; Charcoal 700-1000 Earthen; Charcoal Early Medieval to Late 
Medieval 

Armstrong, 1922, 6-12; Kavanagh, 1988, 98-105; Harrison, 2001, 65-66, 72-73; 
Kelly, 2015, 55-92.  

Phoenix Park, 
Dublin, Co. Dublin 

1 Earthen; Clothed 800-900 Earthen Unknown (site likely used 
7th/8th- 12th centuries) 

H., 1861/1862, 274; Hall, 1974, 39-42; Simms, 2001, 39; Ó Corráin, 2004, 259; 
Purcell, 2009, 130.  

Kilmainham, Dublin, 
Co. Dublin 

1 Stone-lined 800-1100 Cist/Stone-lined/Lintel Unknown (site used 7th-11th 
centuries) 

O’Brien, 1998, 215, 217; Petrie, 1832, 68-69; O’Brien, 1998, 35-37; Gwynn and 
Hadcock, 1970, 394 Kenny, 1995, 10-22, 91.  

 

2 Stone-lined 900-950 
3 Stone-lined 900-1000 
4 Stone-lined; Clothed 800-1100 
5 Stone-lined 750-900 
6 Stone-lined 750-900 
7 Stone-lined 750-900 

8 Stone-lined 840-1100 
9 Stone-lined 750-950 
10 Stone-lined 800-960 
11 Stone-lined 800-960 
12 Stone-lined 800-850 
13 Stone-lined 850-960 

14 Stone-lined 800-900 
15 Stone-lined 800-960 

16 Stone-lined 800-900 

17 Stone-lined 800-900 

18 Stone-lined 800-850 
Church of St. 
Michael le Pole 
(Golden Lane/ Ship 
Street Great), Dublin, 
Co. Dublin 

85 Earthen; Clothed 678-869; 680-870 Earthen; Wooden; Cist/Stone-lined/Lintel; 
Shrouded; Ear-Muff Stones 

700-1200 and after Gowen, 2001, 16, 18-24, 34-42, 44-48; Simpson, 2005, 11, 31-34; O’Donovan, 
2008, 46-50, 52-55, 63-80, 89-123, 130.  129 Earthen 678-869; 680-870 

F12 Earthen 665-865 

Bride St., Dublin, Co. 
Dublin 

1 Earthen 900-1050 Earthen; Shrouded 8th-11th centuries McMahon, 2002, 74-82, 98-99, 102-104, 111-114; Harrison, 2010, 129-130, 133.  

South Great George 
St., Dublin, Co. 
Dublin  

F196 Earthen – On Burnt 
Wood 

670-880 Earthen; Wooden; Shrouded Unknown-early 12th century 
(site present in some form from 
7th/8th -12th centuries and 
after)  

Clarke, 2000, 46-47; Gowen, 2001, 16-17; Coughlan, 2003, 19-20, 23-37; 
Simpson, 2005, 11, 38-47.  

F223 Earthen – On Hearth; 
Clothed? 

670-800 

F342 Earthen 689-882 or 690-885 

F598 Earthen – Over a Pre-
Existing Ditch 

786-955 

Parnell Square, 
Dublin, Co. Dublin 

1 Earthen 800-1100 Earthen; Shrouded Early Christian (4th-9th) – 
Unknown (ecclesiastical site 
possibly established in 9th 
century but confirmed presence 
from 11th-16th centuries) 

Doran and Doran, 2009, 188-201; Harrison and Ó Floinn, 2015, 234-235, 246, 
295, 565-568.  

Donnybrook, Co. 
Dublin 

1 Earthen 900-1000 Earthen; Wooden; Cist/Stone-
Lined/Lintel; Ear-muff Stones; Charcoal 

Early Christian (4th-9th) – 
11th century 

Frazer, 1879-1888, 32-35, 48-49; Hall, 1978, 64, 68, 70-80; O’Brien, 1992, 171, 
220; Harrison and Ó Floinn, 2015, 240, 529-533. 2 Earthen 800-1100 

** Bolded types are those that overlap with the furnished grave. 


